Stabilization of the antigenicity of coxsackie B procapsids by disoxaril.
Disoxaril added to cell cultures infected with coxsackie B virus serotypes 3 or 4 increased the yield and stabilized the antigenicity of the procapsids. In the absence of disoxaril, the procapsids lost their broad antigenicity after a short period of time. Prevention of this loss by disoxaril was observed in radioimmunoassays of IgM in sera from patients infected with various enteroviruses. The procapsids are useful in serological diagnosis of enterovirus infections, and the addition of disoxaril facilitates this technique.